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T he Fo u n d i n g of H o w a r d U n i v e r s i t y

a p p e n d ix

.

I

A BILL TO IN C O R P O R A T E “the
H O W A R D U N I V E R S I T Y .”

A N A CT TO IN C O R P O R A T E “the
H O W A R D U N I V E R S I T Y ,”
In the District of Columbia.

Reported January 23, 1867.
Be
To

I ncorporate
versity

ix

the
the

H ow ard
D istrict

of

U n i
C o-

U'MMIA.

S ection’ 1. Be it enacted by the Sen
ate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress
assembled, That there be erected, and
hereby is erected, in the District of Co
lumbia. a college for the instruction of
youth in the liberal arts and sciences,
the name, style, and title of which shall
be “the Howard University.’’
S ection
Ami he it further enacted.
That Oliver O. Howard, Charles B.
Boynton. Samuel C. Pomeroy, Charles
II. Howard, Henry A. Brewster, Ben
jamin F. Morris. Dan forth B. Nichols,
William G. Finney, Roswell H. Stevens.
Burton C. Cook, K. W. Cashman, James
B. Hutchinson, H. Barber, E. \Y. Robin
son. W. F. Bascom. J. B. Johnson, and
Silas I.. I,.... nis be, and they are hereby
declared to be, a body politic and cor
porate. with perpetual succession in deed
or in law. to all intents and purposes
whatsoever, by the name, style, and
title of "the Howard University.” by
which name and title they and their suc
cessors shall be competent, at law and
in equity, to take to themselves and
their successors, for the use of said
c< liege, any estate whatsoever, in any
messuage, lands, tenements, heriditaments. goods, chattels, moneys, and other
effects, by gift, bequest, devise, grant,
donation, bargain, sale, conveyance, as
surance. or will; and the same to grant,
bargain, sell, transfer, assign, convey,
assure, demise, declare to use and farm
let. and to place out on interest for the

it

enacted

Ilorsi:

of

by

the

S en a te

and

R ki'rkskx tative s of t h e

U nited S tates ok A m er ic a , i n C o n 
i',HESS

ASSEMBLED.

S ection 1. That there he established,
and is hereby established, in the District
•of Columbia, a University for the educa
tion of youth in the liberal arts and
sciences, under the name, style, and title
o f “the H o war d U n iv e r s it y .”
S ection
Ami he it furl her enacted,
That Samuel C. Pomeroy, Charles B.
Boynton. Oliver (). Howard, Burton C.
Cook. Charles II. Howard, James B.
Hutchinson, Henry A. Brewster, Benja
min F. Morris, Danforth B. Nichols,
William G. Finney, Roswell H. Stephens,
If. M. Cushman. Hiram Barber, if. W.
Robinson, W. F. Bascom, James B.
Johnson, and Silas L. Loomis be, and
they are hereby declared to be, a body
politic and corporate, with perpetual suc
cession in deed or in law to all intents
and purposes whatsoever, by the name,
style, and title of “the Howard Uni
versity,” by which name and title they
and their successors shall be competent,
at law and in equity, to take to ihemseives and their successors, for the use
of said University, any estate whatso
ever in any messuage, lands, tenements,
hereditaments, goods, chattels, moneys,
and other effects, by gift, devise, grant,
donation, bargain, sale, conveyance, as
surance or will; and the same to grant,
bargain, sell, transfer, assign, convey,
assure, demise, declare to use and farm
let, and to place out on interest, for the
use of said University, in such manner
as to them, or a majority of them, shall
be deemed most beneficial to said insti-
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use of said college in such manner as
to them, or a majority of them, shall be
deemed most beneficial to said institu
tion : and to receive the same, their rents,
issues and profits, income and interest
and to apply the same for the proper use
and benefit of said college; and by the
same name to sue and be sued, to im
plead and be impleaded, in any courts
of law and equity, in all manner of suits,
actions and proceedings whatsoever, and
generally by and in the same name to
do and transact all and every busi
ness touching or concerning the prem
ises: Provided, That the same do not
exceed the value of fifty thousand dol
lars, net annual income, over and above
and exclusive of the receipts for the
education and support of the students
of said college.
S ection .t. .hid be il further enacted,
That the said corporation shall adopt a
common seal, under and by which all
deeds, diplomas and acts of the said
college or corporation shall pass and
be authenticated, and the same seal at
their pleasure to break and alter, or
devise a new one.
S uction 4. And be it further enacted.
That no misnomer of the said corpora
tion shall defeat or annul any donation,
gift, grant,, devise, or bequest to or
from the said corporation.
S uction
.hid be it further enacted,
That the said corporation shall not em
ploy its funds or income, or any part
thereof, in banking operations, or for
any purpose or object other than those
expressed in the first section of this
act; and that nothing in this act con
tained shall be so construed as to pre
vent Congress from altering, amending
or repealing the same.

.(Senate Bill, bit9, presented by Hon.
Henry Wilson, January 2:!, 1S6T.)
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tntion; and to receive the same, their
rents, issues and profits, income and in
terest, and to apply the same for the
proper use and benefit of said Univers
ity ; and by the same name to sue and
be sued, to implead and be impleaded,
in any courts of law and equity, in all
manner of suits, actions, and proceed
ings whatsoever, and generally by and
in the same name to do and transact all
and every the business touching or con
cerning the premises: Provided, That
the same do not exceed the value of
fifty thousand dollars net annual in
come, over and above and exclusive of
the receipts for the education and sup
port of the students of said University.
S uction (!. And be it further enacted,
That the first meeting of said corpora
tion shall be holdcn at the time and
place at which a majority of the persons
herein above named shall assemble for
that purpose; and six days’ notice shall
be given each of said corporators, at
which meeting said corporators may en
act By-Laws, not inconsistent with the
laws of the United States, regulating the
government of the corporation.
S ection 4. And be it further enacted.
That the government of the University
shall be vested in a Board of Trustees ot
not less than thirteen members, who
shall be elected by the corporators at
their first meeting. Said Board of Trus
tees shall have perpetual succession in
deed or in law. and in them shall be
vested
c power hereinbefore granted to
the i nqioration.
They shall adopt a
common seal, which they may alter at
pleasure, under and by which all deeds,
diplomas, and acts of the University
shall pass and be authenticated. They
shall elect a President, a Secretary and
a Treasurer. The Treasurer shall give
such bonds as the Board of Trustees
may direct. The said Board shall also
appoint the professors and tutors, pre
scribing the number and determining
the amount of their respective salaries.
T hey shall also appoint such other offi
cers, agents, or employees, as the wants
of the University may front time to
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an

act

to

in c o r p o r a te

HOWARD

the

time demand, in all cases fixing their
compensation.
All meetings of said
Hoard may be called in such manner as
the Trustees shall prescribe; and nine
of them so assembled shall constitute
a quorum to do business, and a less
number may adjourn from time to time.

U N I V E R S I T Y — Continued.

the power to remove any professor or
tutor, or other officers connected with
the Institution, when, in their judgment,
the interests of the University shall re
quire it.
S uction S. And be it further enacted,
That the Hoard of Trustees shall publish
an annual report, making an exhibit of
the affairs of the University.

S uction 5. And be it further enacted,
That the University shall consist o f the
following departments, and such others
as the Hoard of Trustees may establish
— first, normal; second, collegiate; third,
theological; fourth, law; fifth, medicine;
sixth, agriculture.
S uction (i. Ami be it further enacted.
That the immediate government of the
several departments, subject to the con
trol of the Trustees, shall be entrusted
to their respective faculties, but the
trustees shall regulate the course of in
struction. prescribe, with the advice of
the professors, the necessary text books,
conler such degrees, and grant such
diplomas, as are usually conferred and
granted in other Universities.
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S uction f). And be it further enacted,
That no misnomer of the said corpora
tion shall defeat or annul any donation,
gift, grant, devise, or bequest, to or
from the said corporation.

J

S uction T. And be it further enacted, i

S uction in. And be it further enacted,
That the said corporation shall not em
ploy its funds or income, or any part
thereof, in banking operations or for
any purpose or object other than those
expressed in the first section of this act;
and that nothing in this act contained
shall be so construed as to prevent Con
gress from altering, amending, or re
pealing the same.

Approved March 2. 1807.

That the Hoard of Trustees shall have

(14 Stat. L., 4(IS.)

II
RACES R E P R E S E N T E D A T H O W A R D

U N IV E R SITY BEFORE

1873.

On the day set apart for prayer for Calleges, January 25th, 1S72, we organized
a small church at Howard University. Since the organization, we have had three
communions at each of which we have added to our number. Last Sabbath was
a day of special interest in the history of this infant enterprise. Dr. Rankin
preached the sermon, after which two native Chinese, supported here through the
contributions of your society, were among the number received. In looking over
our files, I find a letter from Rev. E. P. Smith, then your field secretary, dated
February is, 1870, making an application for the reception of three Chinese young
men to our institution, named Fung Affoo, Leong Sing and Choy Awah. The
first two named, lie regarded as men of great promise, and they having indulged
hope in Christ, were last Sabbath baptized by Dr. Rankin in the name of the Holy
Trinity, and entered into covenant with the people of the Lord. At the same
time a native African from the eastern coast, who came to this country with the
Reverend Mr. Robbins, missionary of Am. Hoard, a daughter of a deceased

Published by Digital Howard @ Howard University, 1921

3

